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Adapted from the sefer naw 'x¥xma |'nn and |'oax VwrT XxnNTn collections of
maamarim
given by the Tolner Rebbe shlita at Seuda Shlishis and Melave Malka

Melave Malka Parshas Re'eh 5770

In this week’s Parsha we find the mitzva nn D'y |'a nnyj7 In'wn-N'"
(x:7" nmMaT) - Do not create baldness between your eyes for the dead.

It is brought in the name of Rav Shlomo Karliner zy”’a, that the phrase
nn"% 031w 'a explains the imperative that precedes it, nnp 1wn-nN"1.
The Torah reminds us that only to our flesh and blood eyes does it appear
that someone close to you has died. The truth is that the person is not
only still alive, but even more alive than before. The life they live now is
eternal, and far superior to their lives in Olam Hazeh.

We are maaminim bnei maaminim that this world is simply a prozdor - a
corridor, that leads to the traklin - the banquet hall that is our ultimate
destiny, Olam Haba. Rishonim, commenting on our pasuk emphasize that
Olam Haba is also referred to as Olam Ha’emes - the world of truth, as
opposed to Olam Hazeh - a world of falsehood.

Similarly, Rav Pinchas of Piltz zy”a in his Sefer Sifsei Tzadik comments
on the pasuk (1"7 2j7v) D3"2'w7 nhawxl - And | broke them (the [uchos)
before your eyes.

“This should be understood in the same way that Chazal explained the
pasuk that describes Yosef Hatzadik imprisoning Shimon, ink 2ox!
nn1wY - And he imprisoned him before their eyes. (7">:2"n n'wx11)

He only imprisoned them while they were watching. Afterwards, he
released them. So too, the breaking of the luchos only took place before
their eyes, so that their hearts would melt when they saw the results of
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their sin. The pain they felt would enable them to do teshuva from the
depth of their hearts. However, in truth, the holy eternal letters (didn’t
cease to exist), they simply flew away.”

These peirushim help us remember the Torah’s testimony that Am
Yisrael are always Hashem’s children and that our lives are eternal.
Therefore, it isn’t appropriate for us to mourn in the same way that the
nations of the world mourn their dead (as the Rishonim explain the pasuk
ITTIANN XY7)

After death, the nefesh of a Jew goes up to a world that is entirely good.
The nefesh basks in the illumination of the shechina, and even pities
those of us who still dwell in the material world.

Of course, we treasure and take advantage of our life in this world. As
Chasidim say 'vayya |7 IxT VaY'M X T 'D - As long as we are alive, we
must truly live! However, we must also remember that even one who left
this world at a young age, and has fulfilled his destiny by completing his
task in this world, is truly fortunate.

We can now understand the deeper meaning of a story brought in Sefer
Abir Ha’Roim (n"1w n'o 2"n):

R’ Yitzchak Meir Elbinger z”| of Warsaw recalled:

“Once, when Rabeinu Hakadosh the Avnei Nezer was in Otvotsk, |
accompanied him when he went to be menachem the well-known tzadik
Rav Bunim of Vorka zt”|, who was sitting shiva. The Rebbe told Rav
Bunim in the name of the Magid Mi’Kozhnitz zt”[ that the word used for
someone in mourning, 7ax is an acronym for the phrase avoi7 12 'x - |
am joyful.

The Rebbe explained that the Magid’s statement can be understood in
light of the Gemara in Maseches Sukkah (.n">) that differentiates
between aninus - the first and deepest stage of mourning, and aveilus.
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Aninus is in the heart, whereas aveilus comes to show kavod to the one
who died. Rashi explains (n1iwnT xT11'0 2"7):

2axna ar'n 'R 1272 72N ,ap0¥a? 2rn X '1D1 NN ainm arnw 9"yxw That
even though he is obligated to behave with aveilus... he isn’t obligated to
suffer, an avel isn’t obligated to mourn in his heart.”

As we explained, since the true life of a Jew is the eternal life of Olam
Haba, and not the momentary life of Olam Hazeh, Am Yisrael must not
mourn as intensely as other nations do.

Our kehilla, just lost, on the 18" of Av, a pure and righteous soul, who
was a baal yisurim - one who endured great suffering, R. Avraham
Yehuda Kurdish zt”l. Throughout most of his forty-two years, he was
paralyzed to the extent that he could barely move on his own.
Nonetheless, he was always in a state of simcha. Now that he has left us,
we know without a doubt that he is certainly experiencing the joy of
basking in Ziv Ha’shechina.

Even though we miss him so much, for there is no way to replace him, we
must also rejoice in the knowledge that he no longer suffers as he did in
this world, and now lives b’simcha in closeness to the Shechina. We must
also thank and praise Hashem for the great zechus of living with him and
learning from him for so many years.

We too, must try to awaken the appropriate feelings of simcha for all of
the gifts that we receive every day from Hashem’s treasure-house. These
gifts come to us, not as reward for our good deeds, but simply from
Hashem’s midos of chesed and rachamim.

A person must rejoice in each breath he takes, in his power of sight, and
his ability to stand, because deep in his soul, he knows that he doesn’t
“deserve” any of those abilities. They are all gifts.
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Everyone should experience renewed simcha each moment of the day by
appreciating the gift of life itself, that can’t be taken for granted. Chazal
teach us that no one can declare that he “deserves” life, let alone any
specific type of life.

(0™7:a2 ND'R) 'RVN 7V 722 'N DTX PIRDY an - Why should a living man
complain? a man for his sins?

Abba Shaul said, this is written about one who complains about Hashem'’s
midos. This is what it means to say. What complaint can he have about
Hashem’s midos. Did he overcome his sins? Life itself that | have given
him should be enough for him!” (:o pwiTy)

However, every Jew should always rejoice not just in being alive but in
being a Jew! He is part of Am Yisrael, the nation that Hashem has
sanctified in so many ways. A Jew has not only physical life, but spiritual
life that will continue for eternity in the world that is totally good.
Therefore, any Jew, even if he has descended to the lowest levels, can
and should always rejoice in his zechus of being a Jew.

| often relate how, when we were children, my grandfather zy”a would
sometimes come over to our house at night, wake us up, and bring us
negel vasser to wash our hands. Then, he would dance with us, joyfully
singing '1x nwy X7¥ X' a'vol IX 7*1aYY7 (I am lively and joyful for He did
not make me a Goy). This experience helped us internalize the
excitement and simcha that a Jew must have simply for being a part of
Hashem’s nation, Am Yisrael, and that there is no greater simcha.

We are now approaching the month of Elul and the Yamim Noraim. The
realization that all will be judged causes our hearts to tremble with
trepidation. Each of us is concerned not only for himself and his family,
but for all of his friends, and all of Am Yisrael.

Nevertheless, even in these fateful days we are commanded to be
sameach ourselves, and to be mesameach others to the best of our
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ability. Only by means of simcha will we be able to properly influence
the hearts of our children and those around us.

The more a person’s face expresses joy, the more Hashem will relate to
him with “a joyful face”.

MY 1NDT'1,0"9 17 V'R NIFNIY D19 17 AR 2"2Apn DAY ,DT'N TA1D 2T'NA AT
"X, ApInnI naIv
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