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Adapted from the sefer naw 'xxma 'mn a collection of maamarim on
In"7x 2T Nan given by the Tolner Rebbe shlita at Melave Malka

Melave Malka Parshas Pinchos 5762

The Mechilta provides examples of people who truly exemplify the
concept of “brotherhood”, or “sisterhood”, including a surprising
example from our Parsha.

“("an"v nnw) hax nink o'n npni, Why is she called the sister of Aharon
and not of Moshe? Since Aharon 1w91 m, gave his life, for his sister, she
is called "jpax ninx", after his name. So too, we find apy' ma v Inp1"
"22T nX U pvnw (D), 1" n'wnna). Was she not the sister of all the
shvatim? However, since they gave their life for her, she is called their
sister after their names. So too, "nninx " x'wa na 'an",(n" ,n"> 12TN)
was she the sister of the people of Midian? Was she not a daughter of one
of the five kings of Midian? However, since she gave her life for her
people, she is called the sister of her nation.”

This drasha is astounding. The context of the posuk in our Parsha that
names Kozbi, is Hashem’s command to wage war on Midian. The pesukim
emphasize the wickedness and negativity of Midian’s actions. The Torah
names Kozbi to emphasize that even though she was a princess, she
behaved wantonly and shamefully in order to cause Am Yisroel to sin.
How could the Mechilta use the very posuk which criticizes her, to
highlight her praiseworthy self-sacrifice?

It seems that the Torah is referring to the principle stated in Maseches
Pesachim, "nxmai1 nx™2a ' 1w nopn n"apa 'N", (Hakadosh Boruch Hu,
doesn’t deny the reward due to any of his creations). Within the very

words of the Torah that command B’nei Yisroel to take Hashem’s revenge

[1]
(‘) X220 29w PPV RIDRY MIT0M YR TN MIRAT 1oAY MMnw 1Mt 90 ©
Y=y The editor is solely responsible for any mistakes and omissions
AaY If you would like to be added to our mailing list, or for any comments, please email us at

hamaortolna@gmail.com

PSP S S PLLS S PSLSPLS PSP S PSS

AN NNA



<\\‘\\‘\\‘\\‘\\‘\\‘\\‘\\‘\\‘\\\\\%&%&%&%&%&%&%&\A’)

<JV‘«‘V‘JV‘«‘V‘JV‘«‘V‘JV‘«‘V‘«‘V‘«‘V‘/‘/‘l/‘/‘/‘/‘l/‘/‘/‘/‘/‘/VV‘II/VV‘III/V‘III/V‘III/VV‘

on Midian, Chazal identified a title that praises Kozbi’s devotion to her
nation.

We must learn from the Mechilta to value and admire every positive act,
however small. Hakadosh Boruch Hu rewards each of his creations, even

for a brief “Machshava Tova”. Think about the following “Kal V’chomer”.

Kozbi was an accursed “marshaas”, who sinned and caused Am Yisroel to
sin. Her actions lead to the death of twenty-four thousand Jews!
Nonetheless, the holy Torah doesn’t ignore the positive aspect of her
life. She was “moser nefesh” for her nation. “Kal V’chomer”, how much
must Hakadosh Boruch Hu value every positive thought, word,
movement, or action performed by 7xw' 'ywio, (sinners of Am Yisroel).
They are children of Avrohom, Yitzchok, and Yaakov. Chazal teach us in
Maseches Eruivin, (.0"), "Imm) nuxn o'y 2w oap 179", even the
emptiest Jew is as full of Mitzvos, as a pomegranate is full of seeds.

Harav Yaakov Yosef of Ostraha, x"y't, (who is known by the name of his
sefer, "1am a1”), one of the greatest talmidim of the Mezritcher Magid,
x"y'7, told the following parable. A violinist was playing his violin in town
square. He paused to tune the instrument, and tightened some of the
strings. The audience who had gathered, explained to each other that in
a moment, when he finishes tuning his instrument, he will begin to play
beautiful music.

The Rav explained that when even the simplest Jew puts his tallis on his
shoulder before Shacharis, and arranges the strings, tens of thousands of
Malachim immediately surround him. The Malachim excitedly proclaim,
“In just a moment, this Jew is going to wrap himself in the Talis and
perform the mitzva of Tzitzis as Hashem commanded.”

This teaches us that there is never a Jew who is not surrounded by
thousands upon thousands of Malachim. We must remember to value and
admire every single Jew, and to never, chas v’shalom, scorn or look
down on any Jew, even the biggest “baal aveira”.
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The “Kal V’chomer” from Kozbi, a wicked woman whom the Torah
praised for her devotion to her nation, teaches us how much Hashem
must value any Jew who gives of himself for others. One who gives to
others, will receive 1""Dx 'wyn 152 niINa nyswnl ,NIYVIY' NIV .

[3]
(‘) X220 29w PPV RIDRY MIT0M YR TN MIRAT 1oAY MMnw 1Mt 90 ©
Y=y The editor is solely responsible for any mistakes and omissions
AaY If you would like to be added to our mailing list, or for any comments, please email us at

hamaortolna@gmail.com

PSP S S PLLS S PSLSPLS PSP S PSS

<JV‘«‘V‘«‘V‘JV‘«‘V‘JV‘«‘V‘«‘V‘JV‘«‘V‘/‘/‘l/‘/‘/‘/‘l/‘/‘/‘/‘/‘/VV‘II/VV‘III/V‘III/V‘III/VV‘
AN NNA



