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Adapted from the sefer naw 'x¥xma |'nn and |'oax VwrT XxnNTn collections of
maamarim
given by the Tolner Rebbe shlita at Seuda Shlishis and Melave Malka

Melave Malka Parshas Vayeishev 5771

In this week’s parsha, Yaakov Avinu sends Yosef to find his brothers.
>N 12 IHN) DIPYN TNZYN) N2 DIV DY PHN NIV O TN HNIY? NN
(V79: 979 HPYNI2)

Many acharonim wonder how Yosef could have suffered so terribly as a
result of this visit to his brothers. Didn’t Chazal state (.v o'noa) - mvy
P 19N ;- Those sent on a mission of mitzva aren’t harmed? Yosef
was certainly a shliach mitzva because he was sent by his father.

The Alshich Hakadosh writes:
We can also wonder why Yaakov decided to send his beloved son to those

who sought to kill him. How was he not concerned about their hatred for
him?

It is possible to answer that Yaakov didn’t suspect that his sons, who
were all tzadikim, were capable of such evil deeds. However, how can
we understand Yosef’s behavior? How did he lose his wisdom and
understanding? He was certainly aware of their jealousy and burning
anger. The Torah says that they weren’t capable of speaking words of
peace with him. They certainly wouldn’t have mercy on him at the time
of their vengeance. Why would Yosef place such a “stumbling block” in
their path? His visit could lead them to bloodshed! Yosef also risked his
own life.
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Even if his eyes were somehow blind to this, how did his ears not hear
the words of the holy ones who told him (v/s:37% mswx93) N30 WD) (Which
Rashi explained as “They have distanced themselves from brotherhood”)
Why didn’t Yosef avoid them and simply return home?

(For the answer of the Alshich Hakadosh, see his commentary.)

It is possible to explain that Yosef followed the path of David Hamelech.
When Shimi ben Geira stoned and cursed David Hamelech, his men
wanted to kill Shimi. David said to them,

(: 170 72 YWY 12 NDOVY WTH N NI TIT NN D2 10 1N N — Hashem told
him to curse David. Who will say, ‘Why did you do so?’

In other words, David Hamelech told his people that if Hashem hadn’t
told Shimi to curse, he wouldn’t have cursed. Therefore, there is no
reason to sentence Shimi to death for his actions.

It is quite possible that Yosef viewed his situation in a similar manner.
When Yaakov Avinu sent him to visit his brothers, he understood that it
was Hashem who sent him. Even though he knew that his brothers hated
him, and that by going, he was putting his life in danger, he continued
on. He did so because he went, not as a shaliach of Yaakov Avinu, but
rather as a shaliach of Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

Therefore, the question of 1 1N MmN »myw doesn’t apply to Yosef’s
journey. He didn’t travel simply to fulfill his father’s request. It was clear
to him that this was his mission in life, and he went because Hashem sent
him to fulfill his destiny. This was an entirely different type of shlichus.

This is the lesson that each of us must remember. Every Jew is a shliach
of Hakadosh Baruch Hu, who has a specific mission to fulfill in Hashem’s
world. When he learns, davens, or is involved in gemilus chasadim, he
does so as a shliach of Hashem. Also, anything that happens to him, good
or otherwise, comes to him from Hashem. No one can raise a hand or

\ (2]
(S X"220 29w PUY RIPRD MITOW "YW TIN2W R 1on? MMnw 1o 9y ©
QXN The editor is solely responsible for any mistakes and omissions
%’DW If you would like to be added to our mailing list, or for any comments, please email us at
hamaortolna@gmail.com

20 20 20 20 % R R R R R Ha Ha P o P R R R R R R R R R R R Ha Rt Ve M M M M M Mt Rt R R M He R R R R R R Mt R e e e M M R Ve Y



el alal el el ol el ol all ol ol o ol ol o o el ol o B o o ol ol el ol ol o o ol e el ol o ol ol ol ol el o el ol el N o o ol o o o o el

AN N AN NN AN AN AN AN ANAN AN AN AN AN AN AN NN AN AN AN NN NN NN

foot to harm him, or to help him, unless Hashem has sent that person to
do so.

Someone who complains bitterly about a person who has angered him or
caused him pain, forgets that this person was simply a shliach of Hashem.
Each Jew must fulfill the teaching of Akavya ben Mehalalel, nnx s »aY yv
1y - Know before whom you stand. (x:» max) by remembering at all
times that he is a shliach of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. As a shliach of Hashem,
he is imbued with Divine strength that will enable him to fulfill his
mission in the best way possible, [’shem shamayim.

We will conclude with the well-known tefilla composed by Rav Meir
Halevi of Apta zy”a, the author of Sefer Ohr Lashamayim. His talmid,
the Tiferes Shlomo of Radomsk zy”a said this tefilla every day and
explained that it is a segula for parnassa and all good things, as long as
one says it with kavana.

“Ribon Ha’olamim - Master of all worlds | am in your hand alone as clay
in the hands of the potter. And even if | strive with plans and strategies,
and even if all who live in the world will stand by me to save me and
support my soul, without Your strength and help, there is no help and
salvation. And if G-d forbid, everyone wants to harm me, then you in
your mercy will gaze at me for the good from your holy dwelling. Then
behold, | will receive a pleasant portion. My salvation will come and that
which can help me will be revealed. Therefore, please help me Ribon
Ha’olamim, to keep my eyes constantly open to see this truth.” 47
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