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Adapted from the sefer naw 'x¥xma |'nn and |'oax w11 XnNTn collections of maamarim
given by the Tolner Rebbe shlita at Seuda Shlishis and Melave Malka

Melave Malka Parshas Terumah 5761

Next Shabbos we will read Parshas Zachor. There is an amazing Midrash
(a"n o X" 719);

“R. Pinchas says, after forty years Moshe wanted to say to Am Yisrael, ‘Do

you remember that in this desert you said (7:7"" nmw) ' ox M2 72 "0 -
Is Hashem amongst us or not?’ However, Moshe said, ‘If | speak to them
that way, | will embarrass them, and one who embarrasses his fellow Jew
has no portion in Olam Haba. Instead, | will tell them a parable about
Amalek’s attack and they will understand what is written beforehand.

('x ox M2 'h wt)’

This can be compared to a king who had an orchard and a dog was tied up
in the entrance to the orchard. And the king stood in the tower of his
castle, observing everything in the orchard. The king’s friend entered the
orchard in order to steal the fruit, whereupon the dog attacked him and
tore his clothes.

The king said, ‘If | ask my friend why he entered my orchard, | will
embarrass him. Instead, | will say to him, ‘did you see how that mad dog
tore your clothes? He didn’t understand that you are my beloved friend!’

So too, Moshe said, | will tell Yisrael the deeds of Amalek and they will
immediately understand what is written immediately beforehand. This is
why Moshe said, (t":n"> n"MaT) 'my 37 Ny WX NX DT.”

The Sefer Hakadosh Pnei Menachem wrote about this;
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“The greatest sin of all is forgetting and asking ' nox a2 "a v, for
Amalek causes Am Yisrael to forget that they are the beloved friends of
the King, and that Hashem is always among them. p'my D1 is created by
that theft of Am Yisrael’s memory. This is the “dog” that enters Bnei
Yisrael, the portion of Amalek in each of us. It is incumbent upon each
Jew to know and remember that Hashem Yisbarach is present, among
Yisrael” (AT a"T1 T"awn 201 2ixn ptaw ')

This is the primary truth that every Jew must remember at all times. He
is beloved by Hashem. He must never allow his heart or mind to listen to
the Yetzer Hara who tries to convince him that because he has fallen far
from his previous madreiga, he is no longer beloved by Hashem. He must
constantly remind himself that no matter which situation he has been cast
into, he remains Hashem’s beloved, chosen son. Hashem will never
abandon him and will never stop loving him.

When the Midrash tells us that Moshe Rabeinu didn’t want to rebuke Am
Yisrael directly because he didn’t want to embarrass them, we are faced
with an apparent contradiction. In Parshas Devarim, doesn’t Moshe
Rabeinu rebuke Am Yisrael repeatedly? While at the beginning of the
parsha he only hints to their sins, later in the parsha he rebukes them
directly and harshly.

For example:
1INX "D XYL NMANAT DD'7AXY 12071 DD'FIX "N 'S X NRI 1787 DNax N7
(t"2:1"> X D™MAT) DMI¥YN YIXN NAX'YIN
And you did no desire to go up and you rebelled the words of Hashem
Elokeichem, and you complained in your tents and you said, it was
because of Hashem hates us that he took us out of Mitzrayim

And
.'N DY DN DIAN DTD DIFAN TV DDXA TV DIXN YIXA DRY! WK DD N7
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From the day that you went out of Mitzrayim until you came to this place,
you were rebellious with Hashem

Why, in these pesukim, didn’t Moshe Rabeinu hesitate to rebuke them
directly for fear of embarrassing them? Why is it only when it comes to
their doubting Hashem’s presence among them before the attack of
Amalek was Moshe Rabeinu reluctant to speak directly?

Perhaps it is because Am Yisrael’s battle with Amalek is never-ending. As
the pasuk says: (t"0:1"" ninw) 7T YN p'va 'a? ann'tn - Hashem’s war with
Amalek is from generation to generation.

Moshe Rabeinu looked to the final generations and saw that just before
the geula, Jews will be weak of mind and heart and lacking the strength
needed to withstand benefit from harsh criticism. Such rebuke will simply
weaken them further and cause them to abandon Yiddishkeit entirely. He
saw that the Jewish heart will no longer be a vessel that can absorb true
tochecha.

Therefore, when he wanted to remind Am Yisrael of the misdeeds that led
to the attack of Amalek, Moshe Rabeinu decided to convey the message
with a parable. “Did you see how that mad dog tore your clothing?”.
Moshe Rabeinu taught us that in our generation, that is the way to reach
the hearts of Am Yisrael.

The primary avoda in these generations is the aspect of nanjn ' - the
strong right hand that draws a Jew close and reminds him that he is the
beloved son of the King, and the King’s love for him never diminishes.
Even if he falls and descends to the lowest forms of behavior, Hashem’s
love for him remains constant. Even if he has trespassed and stolen fruit
from the King’s orchard, and the mad dog has shredded his clothing, he is
still the beloved friend of the King.

The Rambam paskens (1":2 n'7'an ni'A);
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It is better for a person to give more matanos [’evyonim than to spend
more on his seuda and mishloach manos to his friends. For there is no
greater and splendid simcha than to gladden the hearts of the poor,
orphans, widows and geirim, for one who brings joy to the hearts of these
unfortunate people, resembles the shechina as it says, D'79¢ nin ni'naY
(1"v:™ nwwwr) n'xdT A7 ni'na'l - To bring life to the spirit of the lowly
and to bring life to the hearts of the downtrodden.

Evyonim are defined as someone who has need of everything. The
greatest state of evyonus is when a person’s daas is impoverished. As
Chazal said, nyTa X728 2y 'K - A person who is truly poor is one who is
poor in the realm of daas.

This can refer to someone whose spirits are so low because they
mistakenly believe that Hashem no longer loves them, and that they no
longer deserve to be called “children of Hashem”. They are convinced of
this because they know that they have committed serious transgressions.
Chodesh Adar is the most auspicious time to encourage them and
strengthen them. Each of us has to help the other understand that every
Jew is, and remains, the beloved son of the King, and that the greatness
and preciousness of his neshama is immeasurable.

When | was young, | heard a powerful story from a man named Rav
Schultz, who lived in Bayit Vegan. He had the zchus to host the Kedosh
Hashem, Rav Aharon of Belz zy”a, during the summer of ™"wn (1946).
One day, Rav Aharon saw a young boy with long peyos. This was a very
uncommon sight in those days. Rav Aharon called the boy over and drew
him close, expressing his wonder that after all that Am Yisrael went
through in the war, as the reshaim tried to erase the entire Jewish
people, he sees a yiddish kind with long peyos.

A few moments later, he asked his meshamesh to please bring him water
for netilas yadayim. After washing his hands, he said that he had to
penalize himself for what he had said. Is it only because of the evil
persecution of Am Yisrael that he acknowledged the preciousness of that
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Jewish boy? Isn’t it true that via [yayt AyT'p ywrTIr y2x - That all Jewish
children are good? He expressed his deep regret for having made such a
statement, and then instructed his meshamesh to repeat together with
him, three times, !'via yayt h12'p ywrT1ir yIx - All Jewish children are good!

We too must repeat those words again and again. All Jewish children are
good. All Jews are bnei melachim, ahuvei HaMelech. We must be ever
thankful to Hashem Yisbarach for his eternal, unconditional love, as the
pasuk says, (2:X "N'm) "a "X 0DnX 'maax - | love you says Hashem.

We must do all that we can to be mekarev, support, and encourage every
Jew, with the nany ' - The right hand that draws close.

NANN YOV n"apn 'y Y'ow'y X DD ATaLLI7 TTIN DA, TTIN DTRY nT'Nal
X"22 nETY N'wn NN NNNYYIL,O'NROTY 271 0'79Y NN nrnaY ,ndMal
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