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Adapted from the sefer naw 'xxma 'nn and |'0ax 'wtT XnTN collections of maamarim
given by the Tolner Rebbe shlita at Seuda Shlishis and Melave Malka

Melave Malka Parshas Vayishlach 5762

The Peirush Ha’tur asks why Yaakov Avinu referred to the Yarden as

D1 [T, He also notes that Yaakov Avinu wasn’t standing by the Yarden
at that moment. He was standing by j1a' nayn which Rashi identifies as
the name of a nachal.

Every time the Torah refers to something as nt it means that someone is
pointing his finger at it and identifying it. This is the way Chazal
explained Am Yisrael’s declaration at Krias Yam Suf - inmxi "1-x at. The
Mechilta (and the Hagaddah) explain that the phrase nt q1aya teaches us
that the Mitzvah of Sippur Yetzias Mitzrayim must be fulfilled when nxn
311197 o'nam 11nni - the Matzah and Maror are actually in front of you.

How then could Yaakov Avinu refer to arn |77'n when he was located
elsewhere?

We can explain his choice of words by understanding the power of
anTnn N, the power of imagination, that Hakadosh Baruch Hu provided
to human beings. It is a wondrous power that enables a person to
concentrate and imagine that he is standing in a particular place at a
particular time. In his mind’s eye, he can visualize an event that was
very beneficial to him. He can see the good that people did for him and
how they honored him. As he focuses on this image, he can actually
experience the same emotions as he did back then. As he relives the
event, he can thank Hashem wholeheartedly for what took place, even
though it happened long ago.
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We see that Chazal understood the power of imagination, and required

us to utilize it on Pesach. In Maseches Pesachim (:tuj?) we are told,
.DMXNN XX' XIN 1'7'KD XY DX NIXYT? DTX 2N 0T 0T 792 - in each and
every generation a person is obligated to see himself as if he went out of
Mitzrayim. Initially, this obligation surprises us. How can a person be
expected to see himself as if he left Mitzrayim, if he never stepped out of
his arba amos shel halacha in Yerushalayim?

Once again, if we take into account the tremendous power of the
imagination, we understand that the Torah’s requirement is both
understandable and feasible.

As the Sfas Emes says (2"7n nion)

“ 1 nmN? NMNX XID NRIMTA QX NTNMKD AT XY Xy yarne m nxmi
X yIanv Ty Yav awyl 1200w at )T T 2 nerat X XpeT ata ntiya
"nnKn

“Therefore, someone who exerts himself to arrive at the point of truth,
even in his imagination, it is Emes [’amito. For in this world of falsehood
it has to be this way, that habituation will become second nature, until
he reaches the truth”.

Really, every action that is performed in this world, leaves an impression
that lasts forever. This is described in the sefarim of the mekubalim. In
our generation, the study of physics has discovered that every motion or
action that we do in this world leaves an impression that remains, even
as the world goes on..

When Yaakov Avinu said, N1 17720 DX >172Y X702 >3 he pictured in his
mind the moment when he miraculously crossed the Yarden. That is why
he said nta even though he wasn’t actually standing by the Yarden. That
image was so vivid, that he was able to channel his emotions into tefilah,
asking Hashem to help save him from Eisav, just as he saved him when he
needed to cross the Yarden.
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As Chanukah approaches, we prepare to say the brachah n'on nwyw
nTA N2 0NN D'n2 1'naxX?. We want to reawaken the power of those
days when the many were defeated by the few, the n'xnv by the nmino,
reshaim by the tzadikm, and 7'min 'poiy 12 n11. So that we too, in our
days, will be able to experience those miracles.

By utilizing our imagination to bring the events of those days to life we
will be able to awaken the powers of the nix'7911 n'0a that took place
during Chanukah.
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