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Adapted from the sefer naw 'x¥xma |'nn and |'oax VwrT XxnNTn collections of
maamarim
given by the Tolner Rebbe shlita at Seuda Shlishis and Melave Malka

Melave Malka Parshas Yisro 5759

Soon after the Pnei Menachem zy”a assumed the leadership of the Gerer
chasidim, | related to him something that | had heard from Rav Moshe
Slonim zt”l, a well-known and honored Lubavitcher chasid.

Rav Moshe had told me that the Pnei Menachem, while still serving as
Rosh Hayeshiva of Yeshivas Sfas Emes, visited the Lubavitcher Rebbe
zy”a and met with him for a long time b’yechidus. When they came out
of the room to daven Mincha, the Rebbe took out a special chair for the
Pnei Menachem. The elder chasidim who observed this, understood it to
be the Rebbe’s way of telling the Pnei Menachem that he was to become
a leader.

After | had finished relating this story, the Pnei Menachem responded
with his typical humility.

“Does a chair represent Jewish leadership? On the contrary, standing
represents leadership. A manhig needs to stand and serve the people,
not to sit. As Hashem told Moshe Rabeinu (n">:n 0™2aT) *TAY Thy Nd AnNI
And you stand here with Me. Chazal (2" nhvi0) say that this pasuk teaches
us wnwni iy [Xd QX ,wnwnl Tay |72 nn. - Just as he stands and serves
over there, so too here does he stand and serve. Also, in Maseches
Horayos Chazal teach us that Hakadosh Baruch Hu said to Moshe and
Aharon, ‘You imagine that | am giving you rulership? | am giving you
servitude.’”
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This response certainly expressed the approach of the one who
responded, for it was well known that throughout his life, the Pnei
Menachem viewed himself as an eved [’Am Hashem - a servant of
Hashem'’s people, who stood and served them with all his strength.

| thought that this explains Yisro’s statement in our Parsha,

DYY7 DYV DAX WK AT 12TA AN N DYY7 APV XD YK 7D DX nYn [Dn X
(T":n"™ nMY) 27V TV P2 0 7 X1 DY) 721 T2 Wil NRX TN

And Moshe’s father-in-law saw everything that he was doing for the
people, and he said, “What is this that you are doing for the people, why
are you sitting by yourself, while all of the people stand (waiting) for you
from morning till evening?”

In Maseches Shavuos (:7) Chazal state, nTmya 'a*1 '2va1 ,narwn T - the
dayanim sit, and the litigants stand. In other words, the dayan must sit
at the time of judgement. Yisro, Moshe’s father-in-law knew the nature
of his son-in-law Moshe Rabeinu. He understood that because of his great
anava (humility), it was very difficult for Moshe Rabeinu to sit while the
litigants and all those waiting for judgement stood. Moshe Rabeinu was
certainly a leader, but the type of leader who stands and serves the
people.

The Midrash Tanchuma (1 annai) tells us that Am Yisrael eulogized Moshe
Rabeinu and said, naTna i'mmxy 17911,0103 111197 YW Dny 2% 'Ix - Woe to
Ben Amram who ran before us like a horse, and yet his bones fell in the
desert. They portrayed Moshe Rabeinu’s devoted leadership as a horse
who ran before them.

Therefore, Yisro advised Moshe Rabeinu to appoint the Sarei Alafim and
Sarei Meios to be the dayanim. Then, he would no longer have to sit
before the people but would be free to stand and serve them as his heart
desired. This explanation exactly fits the words of the pasuk,
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Thy Nn'72'1 0'AYX ¥ AWYR nTD 12T NX oX - If you will do this matter,
and Hashem will command you, you will be able to stand. (2">:n"* ninw)
By delegating the dayanus to others you will now be able to stand and
serve Am Yisrael, leading them in the way that expresses your true
nature and desire.
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