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Adapted from the sefer naw 'xxma 'mn a collection of maamarim on
In"7x 2T Nan given by the Tolner Rebbe shlita at Melave Malka

Melave Malka Parshas Bo 5759

DO7 NXTN NTIAVN NN D22 DD NNXR' D n'nl (and it will be when your children say
“what is this service to you?”)

We all recognize this quote from our parsha as the statement of the ywn |ain the
Hagada. Surprisingly, the 7Rynw' 27T XNn'7on describes these words as “good
tidings”.

"DN7 D2 N2 DA NIRYT? PT'TNY DY, NYY DNIRA 7Y NYAN D210 w1 (The
Jewish People received the good news at that moment, that they will have children
and grandchildren).

Many people ask - how can we define this as “good news” if the children described
ask the question of the ywn |2? Doesn’t the author of the Hagada instruct us to
respond harshly with the words "Dmxnn 'nx¥a 7 'n nwy N1 112v1", and to spell out
the inference, 7821 n'n X7 oW N 17,17 X711, (For this Hashem took me out of
Mitzrayim — me, but not him, if he had been there, he would not have been
redeemed). Where are the good tidings in the knowledge that we will have such
descendants?

We can begin to address this question with a comment of the Maharal. The Torah, in
our parsha, teaches us how to respond to the ywn |3, but with a very different
response than the one we find in the Hagada.

TINI DX NIX 19212 DMIXNA 7RI 12 'NA 7V NS YW 'N7 XIn N0 Nt onnki”
7'¥n 12'M1”. (And you should say that this is a Pesach sacrifice to Hashem who
skipped over the houses of the Jewish people, when he struck the Egyptians and
saved our houses).

Why, asks the Maharal, does the author of the Hagada ignore this response, and
instead instruct us to respond with the harsh message of 17 X721 '7?
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Really, there are two different levels of ywn |2. When we see the son on the first
level, we understand that he can return to a life of Torah, if we approach him with
love and inclusion. The word 12'N2, our houses, signals this inclusion. We let him
know that despite his wrongdoings, we view him as an integral part of our house.
The Torah’s message that we will have such a ywn |3, should be viewed as good
news. The Torah informs us that even if he strays, we can bring him back with love
and inclusion. That is certainly a reason for gratitude.

Only if it becomes clear that we are dealing with the second level ywn, who will not
respond to the love and inclusion of 13'N2, does the Hagada instruct us to wake him
up with the harsh message of 17 X71 1%.

The Torah provides us with clear guidance. Even if our children, grandchildren, or
family members stray far from Torah |'7¥*7 Xann, we must greet them happily, and
let them know that we value them and value their opinions. They should know that
we want them close to us, and that we view them as part of 1'N2, our houses and
community. We should draw them close with the method described in Hoshea
"NanX NINIava nbwnk 01X 72N (1 will draw them close with cords of love).

This approach can cultivate the child’s desire to strengthen his connection to family
and community and to demonstrate that he values and desires that inclusion.

However, if we show the ywn |2 that in our eyes, he is no longer part of us, his heart
turns away and he has no desire to develop any connection to his family or
community. Declaring that he is “out”, unfortunately leads to the son fulfilling that
definition by severing all ties with little hope for his return 7"nn.

People were amazed to see my grandfather v"'1, sincerely rejoice with every Jew he
met, without paying attention to their level of observance. Even people of degraded
character or behavior were drawn to him and loved being with him.

| frequently share a story that | saw with my own eyes. Once, after davening at the
Kosel, as my grandfather was leaving the plaza, he noticed a man who had
abandoned the Torah observance of his youth. My grandfather approached him with
a smile and began to speak with him. The man said, “If you only knew how much |
have sinned, you wouldn’t be happy to see me”.

My grandfather responded, “l promise you that in shamayim, you are more beloved
than | am”. The man scoffed at this statement. My grandfather responded forcefully,
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“I will swear by the kedusha of the Kosel, that in shamayim, you are more beloved
than | am.”

Despite his old age and his difficulty walking, my grandfather returned to the Kosel,
placed his holy hands on the stones and declared, "vawa X", “I swear, by the
kedusha of the Kosel Hamaaravi, that Hakadosh Boruch Hu loves you more than he

loves me.” Upon hearing this, the man broke into tears.

With Hashem’s help, when we learn to discern the good in each person, and to look
at each person with “ayin tova”, we will merit to see homes full of “good fruit”
1"'DN ,NI¥NAI NNINA 001V DA a1 DM .

- (3]

(S X"2210 29w PIPY RIGRD MITOM YR HINAW MIRAT PNORY MM MM 90 ©
XN The editor is solely responsible for any mistakes and omissions
AaY If you would like to be added to our mailing list, or for any comments, please email us at

hamaortolna@gmail.com

PLLLLLLLLLLLLL LSS LLLLLLL LS LSS LSS LSS L

D e e o o 2 S


mailto:hamaortolna@gmail.com

