2020 S R R R Rt 0020 20 20 20 20 e R R R Re e e e Ma e R Re Ra e e R R e 0 20 2a R Re e S
R n
n Ve
3 2

&

é"sno&

Adapted from the sefer naw 'xxma |'nn and |'oax 2'w1T XNTn collections of maamarim
given by the Tolner Rebbe shlita at Seuda Shlishis and Melave Malka

Seuda Shlishis Ki Seitzei
(a¥j7 'y '9IX V'WTT NNIITN)

In this week’s parsha the Torah commands us to return our fellow Jew’s
lost property.

'NXY D'YN AYUD DIN DINVND] D'NT 'Y DX IR 'NX Y DX XN K7
(2"> nmMaT)

Rabeinu Ephraim points out that throughout the Torah we find the pairing
of nmni v - the ox and the donkey. However, in our pasuk the examples
of lost animals are v - the ox, and the aw - the sheep. Even though the
Torah goes on to say (a:2"> n"™aT) innn? awyn |21 - and so shall you do
with his donkey, the question remains; Why are the ox and the sheep the
primary examples of lost animals, rather than the ox and the donkey?

Rabeinu Ephraim refers us to the pasuk in Sefer Yeshayahu (a:X)

I"7u2 o1ax inNl 1N ViYW YT - The ox knows his owner and the donkey
knows the feed trough of its master.

We see that the ox knows its owner and nothing else. If his owner isn’t
present, the ox has no idea where to go and therefore may get lost. The
same applies to sheep without a shepherd.

The donkey however, recognizes not only his owner, but also the location
of the food provided by his owner. Therefore, even if his owner isn’t
around, the donkey will find his way back to his place. When the Torah
wanted to provide examples of animals who commonly get lost, the sheep
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rather than the donkey was paired with the ox, for it would be unusual
for a donkey to lose its way.

The second half of the pasuk in Yeshaya, piana 87 my y1 87 v -
Yisrael didn’t know, my nation didn’t introspect, contains two clauses
that parallel the examples of the ox and the donkey in the beginning of
the pasuk. The name Yisrael refers to the Jewish people on their highest
level. This exalted level is symbolized by the ox, described by Chazal
(:a" nnyn) as the nmnan 7'm (king of the domesticated animals).

The navi’s complaint is that this ox-king doesn’t know his owner.

Someone on the level of Yisrael is expected to fulfill 1nyT 3277 D2
(1:a "»wn) knowing Hashem in all of your ways, ensuring that every
thought, word or action will be an expression of Yichud Hashem.

The term Ami, on the other hand, represents the simplest most basic
level of Jews. They are represented by the donkey, the nin whose nhame
represents ninn - physicality. The navi’s complaint to those Jews is my
pIann X72. Why didn’t they recognize Elokus - G-dliness from physicality
itself, just as the donkey recognizes his master from the trough of food
where he finds sustenance.

Each of us, has both of these aspects, "xw' and my. Each of us must
introspect and recognize Elokus from our “trough of food”, from
physicality itself. Then, we must progress to the level of Yisrael, 'n ny'1
connecting every aspect of our lives to Hashem. 1ayT 32771 '702.

Yaakov Avinu compared the shevet of Yissachar to a donkey. "nn 2wiy!
DA - Yissaschar is a strong - boned donkey. Chazal (1:2™7 nan n'wx11)
explain the pasuk (:a"™7 n'wx1a) Vinni 1w "7 'an - And | had oxen and
donkeys “11w is Yosef, amn is Yissachar”.

By symbolizing Yissachar, who represents greatness in Torah, with the
donkey, Yaakov Avinu taught us that only one who humbles himself like a
donkey, (a very unimpressive animal) can acquire Torah. Yaakov Avinu’s
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blessing continues, nnyl > yIxa NxI 20 ' ann X' - He saw that rest was
good, and that the land was pleasant. The pleasantness of the land
discovered by Yissachar is the pleasure of being close to the earth, truly
humble, like the donkey who is n'nownn |'a ya - rests on the ground.

Only because Yissachar viewed himself as being on the level of a donkey,
was he able to internalize Torah. As Chazal say, (.t n1yn) - divrei Torah
only exist within someone who is humble.

We can now understand the statement of the Zohar Hakadosh, that the
word amn is an acronym for j321 271 2791 non - The wisest, and the
greatest of Rabbanan. Only someone who humbles himself like a donkey
can attain such madreigos.

So too, we learn in Tanna D’vei Eliyahu - A person should approach divrei
Torah as an ox to the yoke, and as a donkey to the burden.

There is an even deeper message in the description nna Wnn 2ww:. The
Baal Shevet Hamussar in his Sefer Yado Bakol brings the teaching that
the word nna is an acronym for 79an niyy ninta. Someone who is humble
and attains the level of |321 271 2910 Do by discovering his creator in
every aspect of physicality, can also cancel or “sweeten” even the
harshest decrees.

We are approaching the Yom Hadin Hagadol Ve’hanora - Rosh Hashana,
when Hakadosh Baruch Hu himself will judge the thoughts, words, and
actions of everyone in the entire world. In Maseches Chagiga (.1"v),
Chazal tell us that “A person’s Neshama testifies about him, the limbs of
a person testify about him. As the pausk says 'n nxi "1y nnxi

(2":2"n 1nywr) - And you are my witnesses, says Hashem.

We find a “hint” to that concept in our Parsha which contains 74 mitzvos
corresponding to the gematria of Tv. The mitzvos which we perform with
our limbs testify on our behalf. Each of us knows how few those mitzvos
are. On the day of judgement, who can claim that he is a tzadik.
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We must save ourselves by grasping the lifeline exemplified by Yissachar.
We must adopt the humility and submissiveness of the donkey, that will
enable us to recognize and remain connected to our master, Hashem.
Then we, like the donkey, won’t stray and get lost. We will truly
internalize the Torah that we learn with anava.

2012 WYKL .AINNT D20 MIY'H ,NIYD WX DI 122' T2 D'XIT NIRXYT N2TI DT ' T' 72N
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