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Adapted from the sefer naw 'xxma |'nn and |'oax V'wtT XNITN collections of maamarim
given by the Tolner Rebbe shlita at Seuda Shlishis and Melave Malka

Seuda Shlishis Parshas Pinchas
(X" AnxNn oN1'® |'9IX V'WTT KNIITN)

Shabbos Parshas Pinchas is the first Shabbos of the Three Weeks and the
Haftorah we read is the first of xnnyn19T "a - three Haftoros of
retribution.

This week’s Haftorah is the very beginning of Sefer Yirmiyahu. The
Midrash Yalkut Shimoni (0"™'pnn n'voI1w) draws parallels between the
leadership of Moshe Rabeinu and that of Yirmiyahu.

“R. Yehuda Ben R. Simon opened with the following question. On one
hand, Hashem told Moshe Rabeinu - 3in? np'nx 270 D' X 81 - | will
establish for them from among their brethren, a navi like you.

(n":n"* nm2aT) . On the other hand, the Torah also states -Tiy 21 np N'21
nwnd 781w - And there will never arise a navi like Moshe.(':1™7 n"aT) .

The resolution is that the Torah means that there will be a navi “like you”
in terms of giving tochecha (rebuke).”

The Midrash continues:

“You find that everything written about Moshe is written about Yirmiyahu.
Both Moshe and Yirmiyahu were prophets for forty years. Both said
prophecy pertaining to Yehuda and to Yisrael. Both were opposed by
member of their shevet. Moshe was thrown into the river, and Yirmayahu
was thrown into a well. Moshe was saved by a maidservant, and Yirmiyahu
was saved by a manservant. Moshe came to Yisrael with words of tochecha,
and Yirmiyahu came to Yisrael with words of tochecha.”
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These parallels emphasize why the Haftorah chosen for the parsha in
which Moshe Rabeinu asks Hashem to appoint a leader for Am Yisrael, is
the first prophecy of Yirmiyahu. As the Yalkut Shimoni teaches us,
Yirmiyahu continued the path of Moshe Rabeinu’s leadership.

In Maseches Makos (.1")), R. Yossi bar Chanina says:
“Moshe Rabeinu pronounced four difficult decrees upon Am Yisrael. Four
neviim came and cancelled them.....

...Moshe Rabeinu said, (n"o:n"> n"2aT) y'an &7 nan n'iaat - And in those
nations you will have no rest.

Yirmiyahu came and said (x:x"7 1n'a') 7xw! iy'anaY 3i7a - Hashem will go
to give Yisrael a resting place.”

It is hard to understand how Yirmiyahu, a thousand years later, could
“cancel” Moshe Rabeinu’s words. Moshe Rabeinu said that Am Yisrael will
find no place to rest their weary feet in terrible galus, while Yirmiyahu
prophesied that the aan 1w ny - the nation who survived the sword, will
be given a place to rest.

Perhaps we can explain this phenomenon in the following way. Moshe
Rabeinu spoke before the horrors of the churban habayis took place.
Therefore, he spoke from the perspective of din - pure justice. From that
perspective, when it was decreed that Am Yisrael must be exiled, it was
also decreed that they shouldn’t even be able to rest their feet in the
bitter galus.

Yirmiyahu Hanavi was the prophet of destruction and retribution. He
experienced the churban and felt Am Yisrael’s suffering as they were
slaughtered and exiled from their land. He applied his eyes and heart to
truly feel and participate in their suffering. The rachmanus that he felt
left him unable to simply stand by. Paying no heed to the potential
consequences, he was moser nefesh and declared the merciful prophecy
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that those ann 'mw, the remnants of any town or family who survived the
sword, would at least be able to find a place to rest.

We can now understand why, despite Yirmiyahu’s role as the navi of
destruction, retribution, and exile, his sefer contains so many nevuos of
consolation and hope.

X7 o continues with the nevuos:
NN N2 2R TIY TON 'NOYN [2720 I'HADX D71V NAXI 7 aRN "D pifn
D'FNYN 7inN2 NXY! 7'9N "TYD TiY 7K
From long ago Hashem appeared to me. With everlasting love. | have loved
you, therefore | have drawn you to me with chesed. | will yet build you and
you shall be rebuilt, daughter of Yisrael. You will yet be adorned with your
drums and you will go out with the dances of those who laugh with joy.

Further on in the perek we find Hashem’s response to Rachel Imeinu’s
tears:
~2v oNANYT MXN D127V N22N 7N DMYNNN D2 D) Ynw a1 i ' nx nd
"NTOXI ANYTYOT Y Ui dunTn 121 D30 1717 'YIn A MK ) R 2R
:0\1327 D3 12Y1 'NTDXI ADNINKT NIFNTY R YIXR 12Y)

So said Hashem, a voice is heard on high, lamentation of bitter weeping,
Rachel crying for her children, refusing to be consoled for her children
because they are not to be found. So said Hashem, prevent your voice
from crying and your eyes from shedding tears for there is reward for your
deeds and they will return from the land of the enemy. And there is hope
for your future, says Hashem, and the children will return to their borders.

Also,

.....

I'nToX) 1NN DN

Is Ephraim not a precious son to me? Is he not the child of my delight? For
whenever | speak of him, | continue to remember him. Therefore, my
innards cry out for him. | will certainly have mercy on him says Hashem.
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This is why the xnnyaioT "a - the three haftoros of retribution that we
read in the Three Weeks, come from Sefer Yirmiyahu. That choice
contains a message of encouragement and strength for Bnei Yisrael, letting
them know that within the darkness and hester, they have been given the
great strength needed to withstand the challenges of galus.

This certainly refers to our ability to resist the wicked nations who oppress
us, and to survive the suffering of galus. However, the message primarily
informs Am Yisrael that we are able to defeat the Yetzer Hara and all of
his forces. We have been given the strength that we need in order to
continue our avodas Hashem despite all of the nisyonos and darkness that
surround us.

On one hand, in our generation of plenty and luxuries, we suffer less from
the yoke of galus. We also suffer less day-to-day persecution by the
nations than previous generations. (May it never return). On the other
hand, our generation faces countless nisyonos that become worse each
day. These are difficult, bitter nisyonos that our ancestors could never
have imagined.

Nonetheless, even while surrounded by difficulties and darkness, we must
always remember the prophecy of Yirmiyahu 3'nmanx n21y nanxi - | love you
with everlasting love.

We must also remember that even as nisyonos become more numerous and
more difficult Chazal teach us that pTx 212 oy x2nva xa n"apn ' -
Hakadosh Baruch Hu doesn’t place impossible tasks on people. He won’t
send a nisayon to someone without providing him with the strength and
resouces he needs in order to resist and overcome that nisayon.

Tzadikim illustrate this idea by referring to the pasuk - n¥3 a7¢ |nan
(t"v:t"np o'an) - He who gives snow like wool. They point out that
Hashem sends snow and cold weather in proportion to the amount of wool
available to keep people warm. Therefore, if Hashem is testing us with
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such difficult challenges, we certainly must have been given the powers
that will enable us to overcome those challenges and win the war.

We must draw strength from the words of Yirmiyahu at the end of this
week’s haftorah:

M7 I'DHTI NN Y TON 77 *AI2T "N MK DD KT DY TN DRI AT
AVNT N7 YIX3 13TR2 DX

Go and call out in the ears of Yerushalayim saying: So said Hashem, |
remember for you the loving kindness of your youth, the love of the newly
married, your walking after me in the desert, in a land which is not
planted.

B’ezras Hashem, if we strengthen ourselves in the aspect of 'n% "xw' wTi
by ensuring that everything we do is [’shem shamayim, we will have the
zechus to see the nechama of Yirmiyahu’s nevua

.....

"X hToN) AapnIX DN

[5]

(S X"220 2901 PV RIPRO MITOM "YW FIN2W NI 11onh MMnw N 93 ©
Wy~ ) The editor is solely responsible for any mistakes and omissions

AR If you would like to be added to our mailing list, or for any comments, please email us at

hamaortolna@gmail.com

el alal el el ol el ol all ol ol o ol ol o o el ol o B o o ol ol el ol ol o o ol e el ol o ol ol ol ol el o el ol el N o o ol o o o o el
2020 %0 e Ve P M B P M B R Ve Mt 0 20 Y20 2 R e P e P M R M R Ve Mo M Rt T e e R e M R et e Vi A T T e Ve o VM W PR M e e W W



