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Adapted from the sefer naw 'x¥xma |'nn and |'oax VwrT XxnNTn collections of
maamarim
given by the Tolner Rebbe shlita at Seuda Shlishis and Melave Malka

Melave Malka Parshas Acharei Mos - Kedoshim 5772

In honor of the upcoming yahrzheit of my ancestor the first Tolna Rebbe,
Harav Hakadosh Rav Dovid Mi’Tolna zy”a (h*x "), | will share a story
that my grandfather zy”a often told.

My grandfather heard from elder chasidim, that the famous chazan R’
Nissan Spivak (often called Nissi Belzer), spent much time in the chatzer
of Rav Dovid. On some of his visits he would bring his kapelya (choir)
along and they would sing for the Rebbe and the kehila. Many stories are
told about those visits, and many nigunim that they sang were preserved
and transmitted to the next generations.

One member of the choir was a talented young boy nhame Ephraim, who
had a very sweet voice. Ephraim’s father was a devoted Tolner chasid,
and Ephraim was often called upon to sing at the Rebbe’s tish, for the
Rebbe greatly enjoyed Ephraim’s singing.

At one tish, Ephraim sang a special nigun to the words of the pasuk,
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“Is Ephraim not my precious son, and the child of my delight, for
whenever | speak of him, | yet remember him, therefore, my innards cry
out for him, | will surely have mercy on him, says Hashem.”
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On this occasion, Ephraim’s singing was particularly moving, and as he
sang, the Rebbe sat with his eyes closed, clearly in a state of great
dveykus. When Ephraim finished singing, the Rebbe opened his eyes,
leaned over to Ephraim and told him that this nigun will protect him
wherever he goes.

The years passed, and as Ephraim grew up, he was swept away by
enthusiasm for the haskala, and gradually distanced himself from
Yiddishkeit. Eventually he left his parents home and way of life. He
embarked on a new musical career, singing non-Jewish songs in the big
cities of Ukraine and Russia. Later, he was invited to perform before
great crowds in Vienna. His reputation grew to the extent that he
became known as one of the greatest singers in Europe.

One day, he got up to perform before a crowd of thousands in one of the
great European cities. He was accompanied by a world-class orchestra
and choir. Unexpectedly, he began to sing Haben Yakir Li Ephraim, with
great emotion. The audience of goyim were outraged at his choice of a
Jewish nigun. They shouted him down, and he was forced to leave the
stage in shame. This event ended his career and he soon found himself
penniless and homeless.

Eventually he joined up with a group of vagabonds who wandered from
town to town begging for money, food, and a place to rest. One Erev
Shabbos, they reached the city of Tolna and decided to stay for Shabbos.
On leil Shabbos, they went to the Rebbe’s tish. Fifteen years had now
passed from the last time Ephraim sang at the Rebbe’s tish. He had
changed so much that no one recognized him.

The one exception was the Rebbe, Rav Dovid zy”a. He immediately
recognized Ephraim, and asked him to come up and sit next to him. Once
he was seated, the Rebbe asked him to sing Haben Yakir Li Ephraim. He
once again raised his voice, and sang so beautifully that everyone who
heard him felt that they were experiencing something wondrous.
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The next day, Ephraim passed away and his soul left this world on
Shabbos Kodesh.

After Shabbos the levaya was arranged and the Rebbe himself walked
behind Ephraim’s coffin. He was buried with great honor in the beis

hachaim of Tolna.

My grandfather zy”a always told this story with great emotion. He said
that he had met some of Ephraim’s relatives.

On a positive note, let us conclude with the tefilla that we should merit
the fulfillment of the promise - 'n nixa nnanIx DN
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